April 1, 2020
CURRENT RESIDENT
«ADDRESS»
BATAVIA, IL 60510

RE: Mahoney Creek Watershed Planning – Residential Questionnaire
Dear Resident,
The City of Batavia has partnered with an engineering and ecological consulting firm to complete an
assessment of the existing condition of Mahoney Creek and the Mahoney Creek Tributary. You are
receiving this questionnaire because you live within the Mahoney Creek Watershed. Being located within
the watershed means that any stormwater runoff water leaving your property drains into the Mahoney
Creek Tributary or Mahoney Creek on its way to the Fox River. An exhibit showing the waterways and
watershed boundaries of Mahoney Creek is attached for your reference.
The purpose of the study is to document the existing conditions of the waterway and to identify potential
projects that can be completed to improve the creek. We are seeking your feedback to help our
consultants to understand what our residents’ concerns are with the creek and to gather information on
the public’s perception of the creek.
Please respond to this questionnaire by Friday, April 24, 2020. You can return the survey electronically
and email me at apodraza@cityofbatavia.net, mail it to my attention at Batavia Public Works, 200 N
Raddant Rd., Batavia, IL 60510 or drop it off at a utility billing drop box to my attention. Your responses
are very much appreciated and will help greatly in completing our watershed plan. If you have any
questions please feel free to contact me directly at 630.454.2757 or apodraza@cityofbatavia.com
Thank you in advance!
CITY OF BATAVIA

Andrea M. Podraza, P.E., CFM
Assistant City Engineer
Enclosures
Cc: Gary Holm, Dir of PW
Rahat Bari, City Engineer
Laura Newman, City Administrator
Alderman
Mayor Schielke
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1. Please provide your contact information:
a. Name:
b. Address:
c.

Phone:

d. Email:
e. Would you like someone from the project team to contact you?
YES
f.

How you would prefer to be contacted?
PHONE

g.

NO
EMAIL

If you would prefer to be contacted by phone, please specify a best time and day to
contact you:

2. Does Mahoney Creek or the Mahoney Creek Tributary flow through or immediately adjacent to
your property?
Yes
No
3. What are your concerns regarding Mahoney Creek as it relates to your property
specifically? Check all that apply.
Flooding
Property damage
Creek erosion
Flood insurance premium
Floodplain mapping accuracy
Safety
Upstream developments
Water quality
Wildlife habitat
Aesthetics
Trees (Maintenance, removal, trimming, etc.)
Dumping
Utility impacts (culverts, storm sewers, etc.)
Other (Please explain)
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4. What are your concerns regarding Mahoney Creek as it relates to the watershed and stream as
a whole? Check all that apply.
Flooding
Property damage
Creek erosion
Flood insurance premium
Floodplain mapping accuracy
Safety
Upstream developments
Water quality
Wildlife habitat
Aesthetics
Trees (Maintenance, removal, trimming, etc.)
Dumping
Utility impacts (culverts, storm sewers, etc.)
Other (Please explain)

5. In your opinion, what have you observed along the creek that may negatively impact Mahoney
Creek? Check all that apply.
Upstream developments and increased runoff
Too much water that fills up the creek and overflows the channel bank
Water flowing too fast along the creek creating erosion of creek
Over grown vegetation (invasive species, weeds, etc.)
Debris in the stream (fallen trees, trash, yard waste, etc.)
Human impacts (mowing of banks, buildings too close to stream, dumping, encroachment
into floodplain, garden beds, landscape walls)
Stormwater runoff pollution
Culverts and storm sewers that are too small
Nothing, the creek is currently in good shape
Other (Please explain)

MAHONEY CREEK WATERSHED PLAN
RESIDENTIAL QUESTIONNAIRE
6. In your opinion Mahoney Creek and the Mahoney Creek Tributary are:
An amenity
A nuisance
No opinion
Other (Please explain)

Part of the on-going study will be to identify potential improvements that can be implemented to
improve Mahoney Creek and the Mahoney Creek Tributary. The improvements will be solutions
science-based and tailored to the hydraulic conditions and characteristics of the stream. Once
these potential improvements are identified they will be presented publicly for comment.
An easement is defined as a right to cross or use a property for a specified purpose. Some
subdivisions have existing drainage easements in place while others do not. The existence of
these easements depend upon when the subdivision was built. If you have a plat of survey for
your property any existing easements would be shown on that document. An example of a plat of
survey with easement lines is attached for your reference.
7. If improvements to the creek will require access to and work on your property, would you consider
allowing an easement to improve the condition of the creek to reduce impacts?
Yes, I am very motivated to help improve the waterway
Potentially, depending on the proposed project
No, absolutely not
8. Would you consider installing stormwater Best Management Practices (BMPs) on your property
that would benefit Mahoney Creek? These BMPs may include rain barrels, rain gardens, native
vegetation among other improvements.
Yes
No
Potentially

Thank you for your participation in this study!
Due to the current social distancing recommendations by the Centers for Disease Control, public
meetings related to this study have been modified to consist of virtual presentations. We are working to
have these will be made available on the City’s website: http://www.cityofbatavia.net/345/MahoneyCreek by mid-May. Please continue to check the City’s website for updates regarding the study.

Please mail, email or return your questionnaire back to the City by Friday, April 24, 2020:
Mail: Andrea Podraza, Batavia Public Works, 200 N Raddant Rd., Batavia, IL 60510
Email: apodraza@cityofbatavia.net
Utility Drop Box: City Hall or 433 E Wilson
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