TO:

Public Utilities Committee

FROM:

Gary Holm, Director of Public Works

DATE:

July 15, 2021

RE:

Wastewater Treatment Facility Planning Area

In 2009 the City adopted a Wastewater Master Plan. Much of the work that went into that plan was done
between 2006-2009, prior to my joining the City. It’s my understanding that City Council at that time had
several detailed discussions related to the boundaries of the ultimate planning area for our wastewater
treatment facility. There were discussions that the City would annex, and ultimately provide treatment
services for properties extending as far north as Keslinger Rd. and as far west as Bunker Rd. The
contemplated boundaries also extended as far southwest as the intersection of Bliss Rd. and Norris Rd.
During creation of the 2009 plan there were discussions about acquiring property within Mooseheart’s
campus for construction of an entirely new treatment facility.
City Council ultimately decided to adopt facility planning area boundaries consistent with an exhibit that
became known as “the red line” (see below). City Council declared that the City would not provide
treatment for properties located outside of the red line. The limits of the red line were, in large part,
determined based on the potential capacity limits of the existing treatment facility. Council decided that
construction of an entirely new off-site treatment facility would not be practical from a cost perspective.
Another consideration in determining the limits of the red line was the City’s desire to avoid the need for
a formal industrial pre-treatment program. A pre-treatment program would be required by the IEPA if
the City’s treatment facility exceeded a capacity limit of 5.0 million gallons per day (MGD). Administration
of a pre-treatment program would require additional city staff. Hence, City Council decided on the limits
of the red line with a corresponding ultimate future treatment capacity of 4.9 MGD.
During the 2014 update of the Master Plan City Council once again affirmed its desire to maintain the
limits of the red line as they were established in 2009. During the 2014 process City Council contemplated
expanding the limits of the treatment facility property. Various land acquisition related issues ultimately
led to the decision to improve the facility within its existing boundaries. Engineering for Phase I
improvements commenced shortly after adoption of the updated plan and the improvements were
completed in 2019.
Following the great recession of 2008/09 real estate development in Batavia slowed to a crawl. Batavia’s
real estate market did not see much improvement for several years. In 2015 the City began talks with a
developer for a large downtown redevelopment project. In the years that followed several other
developers approached the City with concepts for downtown projects. Almost all of the projects would
include high-density residential development. The projects would all result in high wastewater flows. The
topic of downtown redevelopment will be re-examined as part of the 2021 Master Plan update.
The 2021 update process has reached a point where Staff is once again returning to City Council seeking
confirmation that the red line exhibit is still generally consistent with the City’s long-term goals and vision.
Staff wishes to verify that there isn’t a desire amongst Council to explore new annexations to the west.
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Staff also wishes to confirm that the City still desires to restrict treatment capacity to 4.9 MGD or below
if at all possible. Staff understands that any capacity restrictions need to be balanced against potential
downtown redevelopment opportunities. The topic of new development versus treatment capacity will
need to return to City Council for further policy discussion should it be required at some point in the
future. For now, City Council’s confirmation of the red line exhibit will enable the 2021 update process to
proceed to the next steps.
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