CITY OF BATAVIA
100 N. Island Ave., Batavia, IL 60510
(630) 454-2000 www.cityofbatavia.net
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Monday, January 14, 2019
5:30 PM
City Hall – City Council Chambers – 1st Floor

1. Call To Order
2. Roll Call
3. Approval Of Minutes
l
l

November 26, 2018
December 10, 2018

Documents:
HPC 12-10-18 FINAL MINUTES.PDF
HPC 11-26-18 FINAL MINUTES.PDF
4. Items Removed/Added/Changed
5. Matters From The Public (For Items Not On The Agenda)
6. COA Review; 12 West Wilson Street
Door Replacement (CAE Services, applicant)
Documents:
12 W WILSON ST--DOOR REPLACEMENT COA PACKET.PDF
7. Updates
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

7 East Wilson Street—Historic Inspection
Anderson Block Building—Masonry Maintenance
Significant Historic Building Inspection Program
10/12 North River Street—Historic Inspection
227 West Wilson Street—Historic Inspection
129 South Batavia Avenue—Historic Inspection
8 North River Street—Historic Inspection
16 East Wilson Street—Historic Inspection
Certified Local Government

8. Other Business
9. Adjournment
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Kurt Hagemann, Chair
Belinda Roller, Vice Chair
Phil Bus
Kyle Hohmann
Doris Sherer
Doug Sullivan
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MINUTES
December 10, 2018
Historic Preservation Commission
City of Batavia
Please NOTE: These minutes are not a word-for-word transcription of the statements made at the
meeting, nor intended to be a comprehensive review of all discussions. They are intended to make an
official record of the actions taken by the Committee/City Council, and to include some description of
discussion points as understood by the minute-taker. They may not reference some of the individual
attendee’s comments, nor the complete comments if referenced.

1. Meeting Called to Order
Chair Hagemann called the meeting to order at 5:30pm.
2.

Roll Call

Members Present:

Chair Hagemann; Vice-Chair Roller; Commissioners Sullivan, Sherer,
and Bus

Members Absent:

Commissioner Hohmann

Also Present:

Jeff Albertson, Building Commissioner; Jennifer Austin-Smith,
Recording Secretary

3. Approval of Minutes:
There were no minutes available to approve at this time.
4. Items to be Removed, Added or Changed
There were no items to be removed, added or changed.
5. Matters From the Public (for items not on the agenda)
There were no members from the public to address the Commission.
COA Review: 901 North Batavia Avenue – Antenna Changes (Mastec Network
Solutions, applicant)
Andy Fitz, Mastec Network Solution on behalf of AT&T, addressed the Commission. He
explained the proposal tonight is to upgrade the existing antennas and equipment at the Campana
building. The last technology upgrade was in 2016. The upgrade tonight is part of the 5G upgrade
that includes an upgrade solely for first responders called FirstNet. The upgrade would reduce the
footprint on the building.
6.

The Illinois Historic Preservation Office approved the upgrade with conditions: antennas no taller
than 6ft, antennas are not to extend above the parapet wall or to be moved from their current
location, and to paint the antennas to match the façade. There are currently 12 lines of cable that
run along the façade to service the existing antennas and those would be removed and replaced
with 2 lines of fiber and 2 lines of power, which would also reduce the footprint. The Commission
reviewed the elevation of the building. Bus asked what would the alternative be. Fitz stated that
due to the height of the building, the only alternative would be a tall tower. Fitz stated that the
good thing about this building is that it is set back from the road so the antennas are not as visible
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as other structures might be. Fitz stated that all of the antennas would be smaller than the ones that
exist now, uniform in size, painted to match the building, and radios would be installed behind the
parapet wall, so they would not be visible. Bus asked that the record reflect that no one on this
Commission voted in favor of the original antennas on this building. The HPC has always taken a
careful look on any changes to the antennas that were previously granted and exist on the building.
Bus stated that it is his opinion that what is proposed represents an improvement to what already
exists.
Motion:
To approve the COA as submitted
Maker:
Bus
Second:
Sullivan
Roll Call Vote:
Aye: Bus, Sullivan, Roller, Hagemann, Sherer
Nay: None
5-0 Vote, 1 Absent, Motion carried.
7.

Updates:
1. 7 East Wilson Street – Historic Inspection
2. Anderson Block Building – Masonry Maintenance
3. Significant Historic Building Inspection Program
4. 10/12 North River Street – Historic Inspection
5. 227 West Wilson Street – Historic Inspection
6. 129 South Batavia Avenue – Historic Inspection
7. 8 North River Street – Historic Inspection
8. 16 East Wilson Street – Historic Inspection
9. Certified Local Government

Albertson stated that a majority of these updates are in court or adjudication process. Firm
timelines are being put in place to get the other updates completed. Albertson noted that there
might be more to add to the list since a new building inspector began work last week. Albertson
now has additional help and added that if there are any buildings that should be placed on top of
the priority list to let him know. Albertson stated that the plan was to complete the buildings on
River Street and then move on to Wilson Street and work our way west. Sherer asked if the bank
building would be included and noted that there were issues with the tuck-pointing. Albertson
answered that some of that work has already been done and the bank building would be included
on the list until all the work is completed.
Hagemann asked about the inspection schedule and ideally how many inspections would be
completed in one month or quarter. He asked what is the goal. Albertson stated that over the winter
he and the new building inspector would discuss the inspection goals. Hagemann asked if the plan
is to start in the spring. Albertson answered yes. Hagemann asked that Albertson report back to
the Commission regarding the inspection schedule and goals.
8. Other Business
Sherer asked if there was any update on Shodeen. Albertson stated that there is no update as of
yet. Sherer asked about the Armenian restaurant and if there is any progress. Albertson stated that
there has been no contact with the applicant since last month.
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Hagemann stated that Alderman Scott Salvati contacted him and one of the things discussed was
being able to give better direction to business owners. Hagemann asked if the second sign for
Paula’s could not be done due to a zoning issue. Albertson answered that is correct and explained
that she does not have frontage on the Wilson Street side of the building so she would have to
come in for a variance on the second sign. Hagemann stated that some of the frustration is that
while filling out the application, if this was known that it would be a zoning issue than have it be
known up front. He suggested having an initial review of applications so we don’t get to a point
where business owners think they are coming back for a second meeting or thinking that something
is a possibility and then it is not all of a sudden. Hagemann continued that some of the frustrations
he has heard are that there seems to be unknowns that tend to happen. Albertson stated that they
do attempt to have an initial review of applications but because we are trying to be timely to the
business owners the reviews take place concurrently. The deadlines are so tight to bring things to
this Commission we often do not have time to review it. We could review the applications but it
would back up the deadlines and make it longer to get to the Commission. Zoning does not do a
full review until they receive the application. As of right now we do not have an application for
the second sign for Paula’s. Zoning did not do a review of that sign, however, Albertson did have
Zoning look at the picture that was shown to the HPC and he was informed of the lack of frontage
on the building. Hagemann stated that he often hears frustration regarding the application process
and not knowing whether or not it is meeting all of the requirements. Hagemann expressed his
desire for a more streamlined process for applications going forward.
Roller stated that the gutter is still hanging off the building of Brianna’s Café. Sherer agreed. Roller
stated that it is on the southwest corner. Roller added that the columns on the front of the store,
they stopped halfway with changing the look of the columns. The screen that they made is another
color than the rest of the area.
Bus stated that he would like to suggest or make a motion that we request that the Community
Development Director make a presentation to the HPC regarding any current or proposed efforts
to update the City’s Comprehensive Plan or the downtown plan and what their thoughts are on
initiating something of that order. Bus stated that he would like the HPC to be able to fit in and
create better coordination between the City planning process and Historic Preservation. Bus stated
that he might have voted differently on the Pump House if he had known that demolition of that
building would lead to a parking lot that was not going to be temporary but would end up being
permanent because One Washington Place never progressed. Sherer added that the surrounding
acquired land has been vacant for so long that people are used to that now and it will be difficult
for people to accept buildings going up and impeding river views.
Motion:

Maker:
Second:

To request that the City’s Community Development Department make a
presentation to the HPC within the first sixty days of 2019 that communicates to
the HPC what some of the proposed planning initiatives are to amend/update the
City’s Comprehensive Plan or the Downtown Redevelopment Plan so the
Commission has an opportunity to participate in an early stage and begin to
consider some ramifications of that in terms of our directives and get a better sense
of the implications of that on our Historic Preservation goals
Bus
Sherer
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Voice Vote:

5 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent
Motion carried.

The Commission discussed when the final draft of the Design Guidelines should be reviewed by
the Commission. There was a question on whether or not the Design Guidelines were to be brought
directly to the Committee of the Whole. Albertson stated that he believed that it was the
Commission’s desire to review the Design Guidelines one last time. Sherer agreed. Hagemann
stated that this is a formality but asked if the Commission would want to have a meeting solely to
review the final draft of the Design Guidelines if there were no other items scheduled on the
agenda. The consensus of the Commission was to wait until there were other items on the agenda
to have a Commission meeting.
9. Adjournment
There being no other business to discuss, Chair Hagemann asked for a motion to adjourn the
meeting at 6:12pm; Made by Roller; Seconded by Bus. Motion carried.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Jennifer Austin-Smith, Recording Secretary, on December 15,
2018.
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Please NOTE: These minutes are not a word-for-word transcription of the statements made at the
meeting, nor intended to be a comprehensive review of all discussions. They are intended to make an
official record of the actions taken by the Committee/City Council, and to include some description of
discussion points as understood by the minute-taker. They may not reference some of the individual
attendee’s comments, nor the complete comments if referenced.

1. Meeting Called to Order
Chair Hagemann called the meeting to order at 5:30pm.
2.

Roll Call

Members Present:

Chair Hagemann; Vice-Chair Roller; Commissioners Hohmann,
Sherer, and Bus

Members Absent:

Commissioner Sullivan

Also Present:

Jeff Albertson, Building Commissioner; Jennifer Austin-Smith,
Recording Secretary

3.

Approval of Minutes: October 8, 2018

Motion:
Maker:
Second:
Voice Vote:

To approve the minutes from October 8, 2018
Sherer
Bus
5 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent
Motion carried.

4. Items to be Removed, Added or Changed
Albertson asked that agenda item number six be removed. He noted that it would be on the
December 10, 2018 agenda.
5. Matters From the Public (for items not on the agenda)
There were no members from the public to address the Commission.
COA Review: 901 North Batavia Avenue – Antenna Changes (Mastee Network
Solutions, applicant)
This item was removed and will be placed on the December 10, 2018 agenda.
6.

7. COA Review: 4 ½ West Wilson Street – Wall Sign Change (Paula Mueller, Applicant)
Paula Mueller, business owner and applicant, discussed the proposed wall sign change. The sign
will be metal and it will be the same as what MainStreet had in its place. The size and location will
remain the same. A photo of the proposed sign was shown to the Commission. Mueller noted that
she would be back to present to the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) her hanging sign
proposal since it is not on the application. The Commission considered approving both signs but
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since the second sign was not listed in the COA the HPC asked that the applicant return with a
separate COA for the second sign.
Motion:
To approve the COA as submitted
Maker:
Roller
Second:
Hohmann
Roll Call Vote:
Aye: Roller, Hagemann, Sherer, Bus, Hohmann
Nay: None
5-0 Vote, 1 Absent, Motion carried.
8. Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines
The HPC reviewed the Design Guidelines. Roller overviewed the summary she sent out to the
Commission titled ‘HPC Design Guidelines – 2018 Update’ which is a brief update on what was
changed in the Design Guidelines. Roller suggested that the text that is different from the original
Design Guidelines be highlighted and have the Committee of the Whole (COW) relate the changes
to the summary that will be provided. There was no objection from the Commission. Hohmann
advised that whatever is provided to the COW be as easy to read and understandable as possible.
Hagemann commented that he finds that a thorough review of the Design Guidelines is very
helpful in remaining current.
Motion:
Maker:
Second:
Voice Vote:

To move the guidelines forward to the Committee of the Whole
Roller
Hohmann
5 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent
Motion carried.

Albertson asked that a member of the HPC attend the Committee of the Whole meeting to present
the Design Guidelines. Hagemann stated that he would plan on attending. Hagemann thanked
Roller for the work she did on the revisions to the Design Guidelines.
Albertson noted that the review of the Design Guidelines would probably happen in January of
next year because a lot of the December COW meetings are being cancelled.
9.

Updates:
1. 7 East Wilson Street – Historic Inspection
2. Anderson Block Building – Masonry Maintenance
3. Significant Historic Building Inspection Program
4. 10/12 North River Street – Historic Inspection
5. 227 West Wilson Street – Historic Inspection
6. 129 South Batavia Avenue – Historic Inspection
7. 8 North River Street – Historic Inspection
8. 16 East Wilson Street – Historic Inspection
9. Certified Local Government

Albertson stated that 10/12 North River Street is undergoing a large renovation project to address
a lot of the issues. 8 North River Street is in adjudication.
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10. Other Business
Bus asked about the environmental issues at the One Washington project. Albertson stated that
they are trying to get an estimate on how much remediation would cost.
Roller asked about any progress with a new Commissioner. Hageman stated that dropping down
to five members would not be very helpful.
11. Adjournment
There being no other business to discuss, Chair Hagemann asked for a motion to adjourn the
meeting at 5:59pm; Made by Sherer; Seconded by Roller. Motion carried.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Jennifer Austin-Smith, Recording Secretary, on December 8,
2018.

